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	HEADLINE: Valley food banks get state aid: Governor announces funding to help those affected by the freeze.

	

	BYLINE: E.J. Schultz, The Fresno Bee, Calif.

	

	SACRAMENTO -- Gov. Schwarzenegger on Friday announced $800,000 in additional state funding for food banks overwhelmed by the recent freeze. 

Valley food banks getting money are the Community Food Bank in Fresno, $287,340; Kings County Community Action Organization, $51,123; and FoodLink for Tulare County, $125,600. 

Food banks in freeze-affected counties are seeking a total of $15 million to get through the next several months. 

The recent freeze, which ravaged the citrus industry, left many farm workers without jobs. As a result, food banks have seen a huge surge in demand. 

Earlier this week, the state sent out six $25,000 grants, including to food banks in Fresno, Kings, Tulare and Merced/Mariposa counties. The Fresno and Tulare food banks say they need more than $1 million each to get by. 

The $800,000 released Friday came out of a $2 million state emergency fund set aside this week. 

Sen. Dean Florez, D-Shafter, who earlier this week criticized the administration's response, said he was pleased with Friday's action. 

"I think it's a wonderful down payment by the governor for people who are hungry in the Valley," he said. 

"Hopefully, there's more to come." 

The reporter can be reached at or (916) 326-5541. 
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