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[DATE]

The Honorable Assembly Member William W. Monning, Chair
Assembly Committee on Health
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249
Fax: (916) 319-2197 

Re: AB 152 (Fuentes) – Support 

Dear Chairman Monning:

[YOUR ORGANIZATION] is writing in support of Assembly Bill 152 regarding healthy food access for low-income Californians.

AB 152 would increase access to fresh and healthy California-grown foods for low-income Californians by creating a state emergency food assistance program for the purchase and distribution of healthy California food to low-income communities, and by providing a tax credit for California growers who donate fresh fruits and vegetables to California food banks.  
More than 20 percent of Californians (over 7 million) report they are unable afford the food they need – including many seniors and working parents whose budgets for food are squeezed by the economic downturn and slow recovery. Food banks across the state have experienced an unprecedented increase in requests, beyond anything seen in a generation. Meanwhile, many healthy foods remain out of reach to low-income Californians because of their high cost. 
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At a future time when funds become available, the state emergency food assistance program will help food banks respond to increasing need and provide more healthy food to low-income Californians. The proposed tax credit will make it easier for growers to donate fresh product for distribution to those who need it most.

[YOUR ORGANIZATION] strongly supports AB 152 because it provides in tough economic times a win-win for California food banks and the people we serve, as well as California growers.

Sincerely,



[NAME]
[TITLE]
[ORGANIZATION]

cc:	Assembly Member Felipe Fuentes, Chair, Assembly Committee on Appropriations
	Fax: (916) 319-2181
