[Date]
The Honorable Denise Moreno Ducheny, Chair

Budget Conference Committee

California State Legislature

Sacramento, CA 95814
Via Facsimile to (916) 323-8386
   (916) 319-2101

Re: Senior Nutrition and Food Stamp Issues in Budget Conference Committee

Dear Senator Ducheny and Members of the Conference Committee:
[Organization] is pleased to see that many of the Governor’s proposals that would cause more hunger for struggling Californians are not part of the Conference agenda.  We thank you and your colleagues for rejecting the proposals to eliminate the California Food Assistance Program and to eliminate CalWORKs, as well as rejecting proposals to reduce SSI/SSP and CalWORKs benefits. These cuts would force innumerable low-income families to seek assistance from our food bank, which has already seen a [insert percentage] increase in demand.  We ask that you continue to reject these actions in conference committee and beyond.

We are also pleased that both the Senate and Assembly moved to eliminate the statewide finger imaging requirement for food stamps and CalWORKs. While similar action has been taken in the past, we believe that it’s critical that elimination of finger imaging is successful this year. As you know, the federal government is questioning California’s use of finger imaging for food stamps and our food stamp participation rate is still one of the lowest in the country. We hope that the recognition that finger imaging is wrong for IHSS carries over to food stamp and CalWORKs and helps to finally remove this long standing barrier to the food stamp program.

While we are pleased with the aforementioned budget actions, we also must highlight changes that we believe need to occur during conference:
Restore the Brown Bag Program

After a budget deal had been struck with the legislature last year, Governor Schwarzenegger went on to line-item veto the Senior Brown Bag Program and additional programs serving vulnerable seniors. The Assembly recently restored these funds to the Department of Aging Community Based Services Programs while the Senate did not take action.  We urge the committee to cede to the Assembly and restore funding to the Brown Bag Program as well as the other programs serving vulnerable seniors.  
Brown Bag recipients are primarily women receiving SSI/SSP who, through a string of budget deals, have just seen their grants cut and their COLAs disappear indefinitely.  Moreover, because they are receiving SSI/SSP, they are ineligible for food stamps and must go to free food programs to get enough food to eat.   Additionally, the Brown Bag Program provides critical funding to food banks.  [If you received funds, please explain how they benefited your food bank or include the next sentence] Approximately $20,000 per provider may not seem like much to make a program operate and grow, but it is critical to smaller food banks to have dollars to spend on staff. 
Finally, The Brown Bag Program illustrates everything that is good about government.  It takes a small government investment, adds it to the hard work of seniors taking care of each other, taps into philanthropic support in the community and produces great benefit.  This program leverages state dollars in a huge way.  Every dollar the state invests leverages approximately $40 from the local community in food and services provided to seniors.  The program was funded at $541,000, which means that it leveraged over $21 million dollars of food and services for seniors, all of which will be lost due to the Governor’s veto.    
Reject Proposed Use of Department of Defense Funds for Food Stamp Program

In December, Congress provided new money for states to improve the Food Stamp Program during these tough times through the Department of Defense Appropriations Act. California has received approximately $30 million in one‐time funds; however the May Revise proposed to supplant these desperately needed funds. The Senate accepted this proposal.

[Organization] recommends that the committee reject the Governor’s proposal and move to support efforts to increase California’s participation in the federal Food Stamp Program. There are many worthwhile proposals on the table to consider as far as how the DoD funds could expand enrollment in food stamps.  Backfilling the General Fund, however, was not the intent of the DoD funds.  

Considering the devastating implications of the most recently passed budgets, we thank you for protecting from further harm children, seniors and unemployed who are increasingly being served by food banks.  California’s budget crisis can not be solved by cuts alone.  We urge you to continue to reject the harshest of these proposals and pursue a balanced solution that includes revenues in order to meet our State’s fiscal needs.

Sincerely,

[Name]
[Title]
[Organization]
