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Michel Nolan, Staff Writer Children don't like to talk about being hungry, observes Tracylyn Sharritt, director of 
development for Second Harvest Food Bank. "The Food Bank is about serving people in need," says Sharritt. "It's about helping 
seniors who have to choose between having meals or the medication they so desperately 
need. It's about helping kids whose only meals are the breakfasts and lunches they get at 
school." "We distribute food to local agencies who work in the front lines. They are face to face 
with hunger and see the need. They know about the breadwinner who's lost a job or when 
someone loses their home." "What we have here is situational poverty. It can happen to our next-door neighbor, it 
can happen to us." Second Harvest, formed in 1980 and based in Riverside, distributes donated food to more 
than 200,000 residents of San Bernardino and Riverside counties through more than 600 
local organizations. Over the past 26 years, Second Harvest has distributed more than 250 million pounds of 
donated food, and last year alone distributed nearly 22 million pounds. A staggering amount of food. But even more staggering is the need - the number of hungry 
people in the two-county area. The poverty statistics for San Bernardino County are huge, according to Sharritt. "According to the 2000 census, there are 51,186 families in poverty, or 12.6 percent of 
the population. Families with children in poverty numbered 43,223, and children 18 and 
younger in poverty were 110,297. The numbers have most likely changed with the growth of 
the county's population." "It's important for the Food Bank to take up the cause to end hunger in the (the two-
county area). We are doing all we can to help solve the problem. Second Harvest is one of 
the best-kept secrets in the Inland Empire," she says. Second Harvest last month coordinated its biggest annual fundraiser, the annual Passport 
to End Hunger event, a competition of the Great Chefs of the Inland Empire. The 11th annual bash, held at California Speedway in Fontana, raised more than $50,000 to 
help hungry people in San Bernardino and Riverside counties. "Each dollar donated allows Second Harvest to distribute more than $28 worth of donated 
food to local residents," Sharritt says. Generous donations come from corporations in the food industry, including Stater Bros. 
Markets, Ralphs and Food 4 Less, General Mills, Nestle and Kraft, according to Sharritt. "We make a difference because of the collaborative effort of all the people who see the 
need - and communicate that need," she says. "It's like the Circle of Life - everyone is 
tangibly invested." The warehouse - all 32,000 square feet of it - has a refrigeration capacity of 14,000 
cubic feet and more than 17,000 cubic feet of freezer space. Cereals and crackers, pasta, rice and canned goods are stacked 20 feet high on more than 
200 pallets. "Anything you would find in a grocery store, you can find here," Sharritt says. "Diapers, 
soap, toothpaste - you name it." But the facility is bursting at the seams. The Riverside warehouse is so inadequate the local Food Bank shares between 1.5 million 
and 2 million pounds of food with other counties simply because there's not enough 
storage space. Two-county area food has gone to hungry people in Los Angeles, Orange and Santa Barbara 
counties. "The food is not going to waste - it's still going to people in need - just not in our 
area," Sharritt says. Studies are still going on to determine the ideal size of a new facility to fit the 
program's need, according to Sharritt. "What we do is help where we can," Sharritt says. "The agencies are the heroes. We give a 
hand up not a handout." Nonprofit 501 (c)(3) agencies with food pantries are invited to utilize this local "best-
kept secret" to help feed the hungry. For more information about the Second Harvest Food 
Bank (or to make a donation), call (951) 359-4757. Contact Michel Nolan at (909) 386-3859 or via e-mail at michel.nolan@sbsun.com[image: image2.png]





