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By Jeff McDonald

After a three-month search that spanned the nation, the San Diego Food Bank board has named a new president and chief executive – a longtime charity leader from Colorado named Gary McDonald.

McDonald arrives in San Diego after five years as president of Care and Share Food Bank, the America's Second Harvest affiliate in Colorado Springs.

He succeeds Larry Sly, a Contra Costa County food bank executive who took over the San Diego operation part-time while it recovered from a theft scandal exposed last year by TheSan Diego Union-Tribune.

“We are very fortunate to have found someone with food banking experience,” Linda Graves, chairwoman of the San Diego Food Bank board of directors, said in a prepared statement.

“Under Gary's guidance, Care and Share Food Bank was able to substantially increase the number of people it served and the amount of food distributed. We are confident he will beable to do the same here in San Diego County.”

McDonald assumes the leadership of an agency in transition. Over the past 15 months, the San Diego Food Bank has undergone sweeping changes in oversight, personnel and accountability.

The newspaper reported in February 2005 that hundreds of tons of donations meant for the poor and hungry were instead being withdrawn by unscrupulous ministries that sold the merchandise in discount stores, at local swap meets or in Mexico.

Three weeks later, relying on internal records obtained after the initial story, the newspaper reported the food-bank theft had been tolerated for years by the food bank and its umbrella agency, Neighborhood House Association.

Within months, four top managers quit or were fired, and the region's largest hunger-relief agency adopted new accountability practices.

The city attorney's office filed criminal charges against two suspect charity operators; one man was convicted of fraud and the other fled after an arrest warrant was issued for him.

Neighborhood House reorganized the food bank into its own nonprofit agency and named a separate board of directors, but the program remains a division of the larger charity.

Sly, who runs the Contra Costa County food bank, joined the San Diego Food Bank board of directors last year and agreed to manage the program until a permanent chief could be hired. Sly remains on the food bank board.

McDonald, 48, earned about $70,000 a year in Colorado, buthis salary in San Diego was not released. He said in the news release that he welcomes the challenge ahead of him.

“The San Diego Food Bank has a wonderful team of staff, volunteers and partner agencies,” he said. “I look forward to working with all of them and furthering their efforts to ensure no one in San Diego County goes hungry.”

