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FARM BILL 
OVERVIEW



We will cover today:
• Farm Bill – what it is and why it matters
• Strategies to engage elected officials and stakeholders
• Event examples hosted by food banks

Farm Bill overview



Panelists:
Itzul Gutierrez, CAFB
Andrew Cheyne, FRAC
Malia Cary, Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County
Meg Davidson and Marchon Tatmon, San Francisco-Marin Food Bank
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What is in the Farm Bill?
12 Titles

1. Commodity
2. Conservation
3. Trade
4. Nutrition
5. Credit
6. Rural development

7. Research, Extension and 
Related Matters

8. Forestry
9. Energy
10. Horticulture
11. Crop Insurance
12. Miscellaneous



Key Nutrition Programs Funded 
by the 2018 Farm Bill

• Commodity Supplemental Food Program
• The Emergency Food Assistance Program
• Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
• Gus NIP (Nutrition Incentive Program)
• Senior Farmers Market Program
• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
• Nutrition Assistance Program block grants in U.S. Territories



Scale of 
SNAP



Timeline & Process for the 2023 Farm 
Bill

○ 5-year cycle (last enacted December 2018)

○ Multiple titles (crop insurance, farm subsidies, conservation, nutrition, and more)

○ 2022: Senate & House Agriculture Committee hearings & “Marker” bills
○ Field hearings by Committee Members

○ 2023: Committee markups; floor votes & Conference Committee

○ 2024: Enactment & Implementation or Missed Deadline?



Farm Bill Context

• SNAP is permanently authorized
• We do not need to take a bad deal just to get an “on time” Farm Bill 
• Farm, conservation, other programs with deadlines or urgent needs 

drive process

• Farm Bill comes together across the titles
• Bipartisan agreement in the end across the package



Farm Bill Road to Success: Urban Rural 
Alliance
• Farmers know this!

• Rod Larew: without a strong nutrition 
title, “it is next to impossible to get a 
Farm Bill through.”

• George Goblish, American Soybean 
Association: “Without the nutrition title, 
we don’t have the votes for the 
programs we need.”



Farm Bill Comes Together Across the Titles

Former Chair Sen. Roberts 
on 2018 Farm Bill success:
“The fact we did not get 
into [SNAP] work 
requirements and other 
things that were very 
difficult to administer, that 
means I got every 
Democrat vote, and I only 
lost 13 Republican votes. 
We had 87 votes for the 
Farm Bill.”



Election Results Don’t Determine Farm Bill

Former Chair Rep. 
Peterson warning for 2023, 
regardless which party 
controls Congress:
“If you want to make sure 
you don’t have a Farm Bill” 
then include unacceptable 
SNAP provisions.



SNAP Policy Priorities: Transition Memo

Boost SNAP benefits to improve participants’ health and stimulate the economy

Eliminate Arbitrary Eligibility Barriers and Technology Barriers to SNAP Access

Improve Access Points for SNAP Customers to Obtain Food

Invest in Technology and Other Administrative Supports to Promote SNAP Benefit Access

FRAC Transition Recommendations to Address Hunger in America 2020

https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/FRAC-Transition-Recommendations-to-Address-Hunger-in-US-2020.pdf


AHPC SNAP Leave Behind

Antihungerpolicyconference.org/…FarmBillPriorities.pdf

https://antihungerpolicyconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-FarmBillPriorities.pdf


SNAP Policy Priorities: Public Health 
Emergency

Major Hunger Cliffs Loom
- Emergency Allotments
- 3-month time limit
- College students
- Streamlined access & 

administration 



Support for Extending SNAP 
Expansions

Disability Economic Justice Collaborative

Purdue Consumer Food Insights Survey

https://tcf.org/content/commentary/just-3-in-10-disabled-voters-believe-leaders-in-washington-d-c-care-about-people-with-disabilities-finds-new-tcf-and-data-for-progress-poll/
https://ag.purdue.edu/cfdas/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Report_07-2022.pdf


SNAP Policy Priorities: Benefit Adequacy

Many Ways to Boost SNAP 
- Low-Cost Food Plan
- Minimum Benefit
- Standard Medical Deduction
- End Time Limit
- Equity for Puerto Rico & 

U.S. Territories



SNAP Priorities: Equity for College Students
EATS Act H.R. 1919/S. 
2515

FRAC Chat on H.R. 1919 / S. 
2515

https://frac.org/blog/key-barrier-to-snap-access-for-college-students-would-be-removed-under-new-bill


SNAP Policy Priorities: End 3-Month Time 
Limit

FRAC Chat on H.R. 
1753

https://frac.org/blog/new-bill-would-permanently-eliminate-time-limits-on-snap-eligibility


SNAP Policy Priorities: Customer Choice

FRAC Chat on H.R. 6338 
SNAP PLUS Act

https://frac.org/blog/snap-plus-act-of-2021


Farm Bill Strategy: Stay on Message



Farm Bill Strategy: Support our Champions



More Actions to Advance SNAP in the Farm 
Bill

● Center people with lived experience of hunger & 
poverty

● Publish a Farm Bill priorities memo
● Organize a roundtable event
● Develop local coalitions: farmers, retail, healthcare, 

education, faith, local government, other stakeholders
● Generate local data
● Site visit to your food bank, agencies



Farm Bill Resources

SNAP Priorities
• Biden-Harris Transition Memo
• Anti-Hunger Policy Conference (with Feeding America)

Webinar Series with FA & CBPP: Part 1, Part 2, Part 3

FRAC Chats (Examples)
• Farm Bill Urban Rural Alliance
• Protect and Strengthen SNAP Agenda Part 1, Part 2

Read FRAC’s Federal Nutrition Programs Update (Fridays)

https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/FRAC-Transition-Recommendations-to-Address-Hunger-in-US-2020.pdf
https://antihungerpolicyconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-FarmBillPriorities.pdf
https://youtu.be/wDtlttnAFcg
https://youtu.be/IUF09HIbwmk
https://youtu.be/VhL4zs6xQI4
https://frac.org/blog/the-road-to-the-2023-farm-bill
https://frac.org/blog/strengthen-snap-agenda-part-1
https://frac.org/blog/strengthen-snap-agenda-part-2


Food Research & Action Center
1200 18th Street, NW, Suite 400 | Washington, DC 20036
202.986.2200 | www.frac.org

@fractweets

@fracgram

facebook.com/foodresearchandactioncenter

linkedin.com/company/food-research-and-action-center

Connect With Us!

http://www.frac.org/
https://twitter.com/fractweets?ref_src=twsrc%5egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5eserp%7Ctwgr%5eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/fracgram/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/foodresearchandactioncenter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/food-research-and-action-center


CAFB Farm Bill work:
• CAFB Farm Bill priorities 
• Providing public comment at hearings
• Engagement with members of Congress
• Requesting cosponsorship on key marker bills





CAFB Farm Bill priorities:
Strengthen SNAP

• Equitable access for SNAP critical populations
• Repeal the cruel three-month time limit on certain working adults
• Equalize SNAP access for college students
• Repeal the racially discriminatory 5-year bar of prohibiting SNAP to immigrants 

• Make pandemic flexibilities and improvements permanent
• Improve Disaster SNAP
• Expand SNAP to purchase hot and prepared foods
• Limit overpayments



CAFB Farm Bill priorities:
• Fully resource the Emergency Food System and build on recent 

innovations
• TEFAP- provide additional $900M, raise the income threshold to 250% and 

make pandemic flexibilities permanent 
• Fund the Local Food Purchase Assistance (LFPA) program for a second 

round
• Enhance the Commodity Supplemental Food Program

• End exclusionary  policies that harm Native Americans/Alaska 
Natives/Native Hawaiians

• End the prohibition on dual enrollment in the Food Distribution Program on 
Indian Reservations and SNAP



Providing public comment at hearings:
House Ag Committee 
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA)

Engaging with elected officials and stakeholders:
Requesting cosponsorship on key marker bills
Sharing Farm Bill priorities 



Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County

Malia Cary
Government & Public Affairs Coordinator



Farm Bill Event

Planning Process & Things to Consider

• Member(s) of Congress
• Want to schedule around them to be sure they are 

able to attend

• Style of event – Town hall, forum, roundtable, etc.
• If open to the public – be aware if candidate(s) are 

up for re-election

• Size of event

• Length & format

• Invite list



San Francisco-Marin Food Bank

Marchon Tatmon
Sr. Government Affairs 

Manager

Meg Davidson
Director, Policy & 

Advocacy



Our goals
Engage elected officials
Through eduation and awareness-building1
Deepen partnerships
With organizations working with our community through co-hosting2
Create opportunity
For individuals directly impacted by Farm Bill policy to share their 
story

3
Increase public awareness
On Farm Bill and its impact on our communities among our 
stakeholders

4



Leverage relationships to lift community 
voices



Setting the Table

SNAP
recipient

Tribal
leader

Farmworker Farmer

TEFAP
expert

CSFP
recipientCo-Host

SFMFB
Co-Host

REFB
Co-Host

AIM



Challenges and Considerations

• Locking in a date and time
It’s harder than it sounds

• Recruiting and preparing guests
It’s also harder than it sounds

• Inviting the press
Will likely completely change the vibe of the event

• Keep an eye on the scope
Limiting the discussion to just the Nutrition Title may help keep the 

conversation focused



Upcoming opportunities:
CDFA listening session 
September 22, 10am-12pm
Hybrid (live/virtual)

Submit written comments to CDFA:
farmbill@cdfa.ca.gov
Deadline September 30

mailto:farmbill@cdfa.ca.gov


Join us at the 
Farm Bill discussion group 
Tuesday, Oct. 4th at the
Food ACCESS Conference!
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