May 20, 2024

President Pro Tem Mike McGuire Speaker Robert Rivas

California State Senate California Assembly

1021 O Street, Suite 8518 1021 O Street, Suite 8330
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Scott Wiener The Honorable Jesse Gabriel
Chair, Senate Committee on Budget & Fiscal Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
Review, California State Senate California State Assembly

1020 N Street, Room 502 1021 O Street, Suite 8230
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Senate and Assembly leaders,

On behalf of 78 anti-hunger and anti-poverty organizations, we urge the California legislature to
support on-time implementation of the CalFresh Minimum Nutrition Benefit Pilot in the 2024-2025
State Budget and reject the proposed permanent cut in the Governor’s May Revise budget.

Today, over 5 million Californians rely on CalFresh to put food on the table and feed their families. While
this is our state’s most important anti-hunger program, benefit levels are too low, and only average about

$6 per person per day. For the roughly 8% of households who are receiving the minimum benefit, they are
only receiving $23 per month, barely enough to cover a loaf of bread, a gallon of milk, and a dozen

eggs.

The Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) is set by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and determines
the minimum allotment of SNAP (CalFresh) benefits. In 2021, the TFP was adjusted beyond inflation for the
first time in more than 45 years, but it fails to consider the exorbitant cost of living in states like California,
resulting in woefully inadequate benefit allotments. If receiving the minimum of $23 a month, a
household of one in California would run out of benefits in less than four days.

We are extremely grateful for the investment in the 2023-24 State Budget to fund the CalFresh Minimum
Nutrition Benefit Pilot, to provide additional CalFresh food benefits for households that are only receiving
the federal minimum allotment of $23 per month, bringing them up to $50 per month.

With the ending of COVID-era anti-hunger supports like SNAP /CalFresh Emergency Allotments and
Pandemic EBT, combined with record spikes in food prices, this pilot is needed more than ever._23% of all
California households, including 49% of Black households with children, report food insecurity. Food
Banks are on the frontlines of this hunger crisis every day, facing still-record demand: 78% have had to
scale back services in some way.

As hunger remains high, we need to protect and strengthen investments in CalFresh, our nation’s
largest and most important anti-hunger program, serving over 5 million Californians. Especially since:
e CalFresh provides nine meals to every one provided by food banks — a gap that private
charity could never fill.
e  CalFresh_supports our food and farm economy. Each $1 in benefits generates as much as $1.80
in GDP during an economic downturn.
o CalFresh lifted over 1.1 million Californians above the poverty line in 2023 and reduces food
insecurity for households on the program, including children.

Thanks to swift and careful implementation underway by the California Department of Social Services, the
CalFresh Minimum Nutrition Benefit Pilot will soon ensure older adults and people with disabilities have
greater access to food. This is crucial since these populations are already struggling to meet their basic


https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/california.department.of.social.services/viz/CFdashboard-PUBLIC/Home?publish=yes
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/TFP2021.pdf
https://dpbh.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/dpbhnvgov/content/Programs/OFS/GCFS_Meetings/2022/What%20is%20the%20Thrifty%20Food%20Plan%20Presentation.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB102&search_keywords=budget+act
https://www.cafoodbanks.org/blog/the-power-of-snap-calfresh-emergency-allotments/
https://www.cafoodbanks.org/hunger-data-reports/
https://www.cafoodbanks.org/hunger-data-reports/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S3BkX0TAZ_UB2AoNWReoyae2bazUGvgNmwlpaRWGV7U/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S3BkX0TAZ_UB2AoNWReoyae2bazUGvgNmwlpaRWGV7U/edit
https://www.feedingamerica.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/Feeding%20America%20orange%20slice%20AHPC%202020.pdf
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/frac-facts-snap-strengths.pdf
https://www.ppic.org/publication/poverty-in-california/
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/hunger-health-role-snap-improving-health-well-being.pdf
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/hunger-health-role-snap-improving-health-well-being.pdf

needs, as older adults are the fastest-growing homeless population and people with disabilities spend
almost twice as much as people without disabilities on out-of-pocket medical costs.

California can — and should — join several other states, including New Jersey, New Mexico, Maryland,
and DC, that have already taken action to increase benefit adequacy to help mitigate poverty and food
insecurity.

We thank the California Legislature’s leadership for supporting and leading anti-hunger initiatives to
strengthen CalFresh. The state budget is a reflection of our values, and we urge leadership to value a
future where people do not go hungry by protecting on-time implementation of the CalFresh Minimum
Nutrition Benefit Pilot.

Sincerely,

Alchemist Community Development Corporation
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California Association of Food Banks
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Center for Healthy Communities
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Educate. Advocate.
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Food for People
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Foodbank of Santa Barbara County
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Friends Committee on Legislation of California
Gender Justice LA

GLIDE Foundation
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Hunger Action Los Angeles


https://calmatters.org/health/2023/02/california-homeless-seniors/
https://nationaldisabilitynavigator.org/2018/01/11/chril-article-examines-health-care-coverage-and-costs-for-people-with-disabilities/#:~:text=This%20also%20means%20that%20the,%24486).
https://nationaldisabilitynavigator.org/2018/01/11/chril-article-examines-health-care-coverage-and-costs-for-people-with-disabilities/#:~:text=This%20also%20means%20that%20the,%24486).
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Los Angeles Regional Food Bank
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NCJWLA
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Proyecto Trans Latins

Redwood Empire Food Bank
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River City Food Bank

Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services

San Diego Hunger Coalition

San Francisco-Marin Food Bank

Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County
Second Harvest of Silicon Valley

Senior and Disability Action

Sierra Harvest

Tenderloin Chinese Rights Association

The Emergency Food Bank of Stockton/San Joaquin
The Gubbio Project

TRANSFRONTERAS.ORG

Tranz of Anarchii Inc

UFCW Western States Council

Urban & Environmental Policy Institute, Occidental College
Veggielution

Vision y Compromiso

Western Center on Law & Poverty

Yolo Food Bank



