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SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER SB 961 (Ashby) – Student Food Access Act

[DATE]

The Honorable Senator Sasha Renée Pérez
Chair, Senate Education Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 6740
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Senate Bill 961 (Ashby), CalFresh for Students Act – SUPPORT

Dear Senator Pérez:
On behalf of [Organization’s name], I am writing in SUPPORT of Senator Ashby’s SB 961 – CalFresh for Students Act. SB 961 directs the California Student Aid Commission to add an “opt-in” option for students to receive notification about their potential CalFresh eligibility when submitting their Cal Grant application. This bill also expands the programs of study that increase a student’s eligibility for CalFresh by including part-time students, postgraduate students, and students participating in programs that support foster youth, refugee, single-parent, and first-generation students.
Half of California’s college students experience food insecurity, encountering barriers that make it difficult to access CalFresh benefits. Among students who were identified as food insecure and aware of CalFresh, over 50% did not apply because they thought they were ineligible as students, while another quarter did not apply because they did not know how.  This gap in knowledge further exacerbates food insecurity among college students.
To qualify for CalFresh through this program, a student must be enrolled in a Local Programs that Increases Employability (LPIE) at least half-time. However, California colleges lack a standardized process to submit their programs for LPIE status. This further limits access for students, who may not be able to utilize the LPIE rule, despite being in degree programs that meet the standard.
SB 961 addresses this issue by streamlining the process for students to access their CalFresh benefits, ensuring students are aware of their eligibility and making our state agencies are working together better to serve Californians. Providing a more straightforward eligibility certification process helps improve access to essential food assistance for all California students.
[OPTIONAL: Include a paragraph about your organization’s specific knowledge of need for this bill]
For these reasons, [Name of Organization] is pleased to SUPPORT SB 961.
Sincerely,
<INSERT SIGNATURE BLOCK>

